
Community groups helping ease the Covid-19 crisis for Roma and Traveller people 

 

Empower’s Mission is ‘To enable positive change by offering leadership, partnership and innovation 

to individuals and communities across Fingal.  To respond to unemployment and social exclusion 

through relevant and appropriate programmes and services.  To empower the voices and actions of 

marginalised people and groups by co-ordinating and delivering innovative social inclusion initiatives.  

To improve the quality of life of those we serve through brave advocacy and anti-poverty measures.  

To lead, facilitate and co-ordinate the anti-poverty and social inclusion strategy across Fingal”. 

Through the SICAP programme, Empower engage with the harder to reach target groups of SICAP. 

The SICAP programme guidelines specifically state ‘Roma people will face many issues commonly 

experienced by Travellers but both communities have distinct and separate needs that require 

collaborative and distinct methodologies’(2018, pg 30).  

 

Manouche is the National Roma Centre in Ireland and seeks to engage, support and advocate for 

members of the Roma community.  Empower SICAP staff have worked closely for a number of years 

to support and build capacity of Manouche. Empower now employ a number of staff from the Roma 

community. Due to the low levels of trust Roma have in statutory bodies and the discrimination they 

experience, the presence of Roma staff has encouraged Roma engagement with Empower.  According 

to George Anghel, “We’re being helped in the best possible way obviously by Empower”. Fostering the 

independence of Manouche is having a positive effect on this target group not only among themselves 

but among the wider community.  

 

 

From the very earliest days of the Corona virus pandemic outbreak, Manouche has been reaching out 

to the Roma community across Dublin, Fingal and beyond to counties Monaghan and Louth. Since mid-

March, more than 50 families with over 300 people have received food parcels, delivered jointly by 

staff of Manouche and Empower through SICAP. Each parcel contained an HSE Covid-19 Leaflet 



translated into Roma. Some families have received food deliveries on eight separate occasions over a 

wide geographical area, which takes co-ordination, investment of time and resources. Some of these 

families also received resource packs with cleaning and sanitary materials, and activity packs with 

games, colouring books and pens for children. In the absence of these essential supports, the 

psychological and mental wellbeing of the Roma community would have been even more 

disproportionately affected. “Without building the capacity of leaders within the Roma community such 

a rapid response would not have been possible” Giusepe Pruteanu, CE Supervisor in Manouche.  

 

 

 

 

The concept of a family within the Roma community extends to cousins, uncles and aunts who may 

live in the same accommodation. Findings from a study (Roma in Ireland) revealed that up to 20% of 

respondents are marginalised from services and supports, living in extreme poverty, in sub-standard 

accommodation, sometimes with no bathroom, kitchen or cooker. For this group of respondents 

accommodation is overcrowded, with reports of rats, damp and sewerage problems. Respondents 

reported children living in these situations of extreme poverty and deprivation, with children being sent 

to school hungry and with no lunch. 

 

Given these sub-standard living conditions, it is little surprise that the Roma community appears to have 

been disproportionately hit by the COVID-19 outbreak. Although ethnic surveillance is not routinely 

collected, three COVID-19 outbreaks involving the Roma community have been notified to the HSE, 



involving 21 cases (09/05/2020) all of which were laboratory confirmed.1 Below are a few quotes from 

members of the Roma community that have received food supports in recent months.  

 

 “George and Giusepe thank you both so much we will forever be grateful for what you do for us 

every week” Carrickmacross, Co Monaghan 

 

“God bless for what you have done for us and the Roma Community and being at the fore front of it 

all.” Balbriggan Town 

 

“Sergiu what you Giusepe, and George have done for the community not only in Balbriggan but as 

far as Blanchardstown, Dundalk and even Carrick during times like this is truly amazing”. 

 

 

 

 

For further details, please contact George Anghel at 083-0950971 or ganghel@empower.ie  

or Sergiu Pruteanu  at musicantiadublin@gmail.com  

 

Roma Covid-19 information updates are available via a video link: https://youtu.be/7Yh1aeUvaVk 

http://cairde.ie/new-roma-covid-infoline-in-limba-romana-si-in-limba-rroma/ 

 

                                                           
1 Coronavirus alert response team, HSE-Health Protection Surveillance Centre, 25-27 Middle 

Gardiner Street, Dublin 1. Tel: +353 1 8765 300,Website: www.hpsc.ie  

 

mailto:ganghel@empower.ie
mailto:musicantiadublin@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/7Yh1aeUvaVk
http://cairde.ie/new-roma-covid-infoline-in-limba-romana-si-in-limba-rroma/
http://www.hpsc.ie/

